Classical Greek and Roman Women

- Greece and Rome are the foundation of Western Civilization.

~ And, especially Greece but also Rome, share a common history
with the Middle East. There are aspects of that history and its
outlook on women that would probably shock the modern

Westerner. We will explore that history — it is never far away.
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Hellenietlc Women

There is a large amount of material on Hellenistic women-
more than in previous periods. Women involved themselves in
rolitical and econoric affawrs in this reriod. They expanded
*he}r options with regard te marriage, rublic roles, education
srnd conduct of their rrlvate lives, We aleco have more cultural
artifacts from this period, ’

dhilosorher's commentary mostily arpued for retention of
1 raditional female rolec- this chowed orposition te change,

The importance of women grew in the Hellenigtic era, The
n@ju.roason for this was the increased acquisition and use of
economic power, Some women held political office., The exist-
erce of a female archon (magistrate) in the second century
B. C“ in Histria is recorded. In the first century b.C.,

Thile of Friene a female magistrate, constructed a reservoeir
and aqueduct, She was probably made magistrate because she
rromised to contribute to the public work, Men's priviledges
decreased as power decreased,

An evolution toeok place favorable to women in private law,
This is especially seen in newly hellenized areas through

acedonman conguest., The expansion of married women's rights
in a marriage contract of 311 b.C. between a Greek man and
womar living in Egypt. The stricking thing is that the rights
of both the man and the woman are recognized, There were now
codes of behavior for the man as well as for the woman:

In the 7th year of the reign of Alexander son
of Alexander, the 14th year of Ftolemy's adminis-
tration as ¢atrap, in the month Dius
Contract of marriage of heraclldeu and Demetria,
Heraclides takes as lawful wife Demetria of Cos
from her father Leptines of Cos and her moether Fhil-
otis Ye is free; she is free, She brings with
her to the marriage clothing and ornaments valued
at 1000 drachmas, Heraclides shall supply to



'

The sixth century Athenian lawgiver ted the walks,
the feasts, the mourning, the vroussea
drink of citizen women. He also established rublic brothels.
The influence of Solon's laws continued in the classlical period
in Athens. Women are a source of friction among men., To
cstrenchen and preserve the newly created democracy, Solon
sought to keep women out of sight and limit their influence,

The Classical period held rigid distinctions between male
and female roles. Different standards are held for different econ-
cmic and social classes of both men and women.

Iolitical duties were important to both Athenian men and
_women... Citizen women had the duty to state te provide legit-
imate heirs to the families of the citizenry. Women in farilies

ux, and

—aTe—the matetire—diedout-ecould—perpetuate the family . .

The dauchter was resarded as "attached to the family property",
nence her name epikleros., The family prorerty went with with
her to her husband and then te their child., It was the duty
or privilege of the nearest male kinsman to marry the heiress.
The disrarity in afges of the resulting married courle was not
a factor, as long as they were cagpable of reproduction, In
sparta only unmarried girls were subject as heiressec, In
fortyn an heiress could free hercelf of obligation to marry. by
i iving away part of her inheritance,

NVarriage and motherhood were part of a woman's duty in Athens.
Citizen women were perpetually urder the gaurdianship of a male.
The falher was the one who gave the woman in marriage and iie
retained the right to dissolve the marriage. A widew was
rrotected in legal matters of caurdianship by the archon, whc
could prosecute offenders in her :ehalf, Recsponsible fathers
in Claceical Athens did not raise female bables unless they
forecaw a proper marriage for them at maturity. Narriage was
done ir: terms of the dowry to be recieved, Some dowry-less
citezen women may have been forced by that fact to become
cencubines, :

Athenians were protective of thier women. A woman's dowry
was to remain intact throughout her lifetime, to be used for
her suprport. The groom could use the rrincipal but was tc
raintain his wife from the income of her dowry at eighteen
rer cent annually. Ugon divorce, the dowry was to be returned
o his ex-wife's gaurdian in full., A widow would thereby,
ecpecially 1f she had increased her property through inheritence,
be an attractive candidate for remarriage. '

Marriage arrangements were made on the basie of political
and economic considerations, Girls were obliged to marry the
ran thier male relatives selected for them. The purpose of
marriase was procreation within the economic resources of the
family, An ideal first marriage was of a girl fourteen to a
man_about thirty. e e o o

Divorce was easily attainable, either by mutual coensent or
Ly action on behalf of elther spouse and there was no stigma



attached, Children were produced to perpetuate the father's
nouse and therefore remained in hig hecuse when marriages were
dissolved by death or divorce,

With the Feloponnesian War 400 B.C., fewer men are around
to be husbands, therefore fewer legitimate sons are to Dbe
porn., It was alowed that a wan could father sons for another
man. Citizenship comes from living Athenian parentage on
both the male and female side, bigamy was allowed at the time
but the norm was for parentage on both male and female side,

The average adult longevity in Classical Greece was 45.0
for males and 36,2 for females. Homesexuality, anal intercourse,
receurse te prestitutes and slaves or dislike of women and the
preference for a sexually inactive wife continued to be adap-

wtationsifor.p@pulationLcontrol”asuﬁhgﬂpgpqlation ef Athenian

 citizens rose., There was a high rate of infant mertality.

Tpfanticide wag—p"fa—c“[‘,ﬁj(}’e‘d” $o—ldmit-—the-number-of girl-bables, o oo o

Boys coiild be adopted by unmarried men, Girls were rarely

adopted¥ Women were generally held to producing one girli

for theisupply of eligable brides. The Athenian pepulatiion

increasad when.citizenship laws were tight requiring citizenship

on beith male and female sides. The population was decreased

by refaxing citizenship laws to requirements of only the: made

beingia citizen, then more girl babies were killed. In
-wnomma&wt$meswmeﬁmoutnumbemeﬁwwnmenwaammgme@maJEﬁ“Warﬁwmaiﬁgdmh

than females.

TIn the late fifth century B.C,, Dbecause of safety, urban
living replaced farming, The effect of urbanization on women
was to move thier activity indoors, to make their activity

less visible and hence less valued., Women supervised and when

trey wished pursued many of the taskse done by slaves, Slave

e woman spent much time together and did the same work;

ng bonds were develeped., Women of all soclal classes. .,

4 mainly indoors and near the house in order to guard-it.

eting was the man's occupation, Women learned te:manage

household and slaves,

Some prostitutes acquired wealth but few women became

rieh by working. Some women had conciderable financial know-

ledge but male guardians nenetheless managed thier financial

affairs, Women could net directly participate in gouernment,

They could not held public eoffice, vote, or serve as jurers.

Men learned rhetoric and physical ckills. Women were to

re cilent and submissive- the opposite of men, A woman married

and had children at the ace of fourteen while The man was con-

finuing his education till the age of thirty. Thie Ted to a disc-
rerancy of skills and age and a paternalism and lack of friend-
shir , in the modern sense, in marriare. Athenian law regarded
ferales as children. :

Relipion wac the mwajor sphere of participation in: public
1ife oren to women. Friestesses had considerable power. Nen

_and_women_comingled in religious ceremoniesg, There were
rroups of rriestesses involved in the cult of Eunolpidae who
lived torether and had no contact with men, Women performed
cacred dances, women participating in fertility rituals were
chaste for three days prior,yst they indulged in foul language and
ctecenities associated with fertility rituals, There were
exclusively women's festivals. lerhaps they were a remanent




of a matriarchal period when all religion was in the hands of
women. These ware fertility connected often and it would be
natural to link woman and fertility.

After the curbing of aristoecracy by democracy women did net
fare well. Among other reasons is that now the high bvorn and
wealthy had no one to leok down on then women and slaves.

In describing the lives of women in Classical Athens it is
pasier to describe the activity of men and then say wemen did
not de most of these activities,

Wealthier women were in the heme most of the time. Foorer
women had no slaves and had to de errands themselves, They
formed mere of a community. Community was formed at the well,
washing clethes, borrowing utensils, etc. Wealthy women did
ora of these things, S o ,
I+ is'net known for sure if women attended dramatic perfor-

mances, _But it is doubted.

There.was a separation of the men's and women's quarten's
5 the home. Women occupied the remote remote rooms away from
the streets and public., Sexes were separated partially for
the reason of srestraining household slaves from breeding width-
out the permisgsion of the owner, In two story homes, women
were upstairs, Free women were secluded so as not to be seem
by meri who were not close relatives, ‘Women adepted a medesty:
FEsinet being geen by strange ment o a e

Wwomen's clothing served to conceal them from the eyes of
etrange men, ~ The dress was simple., A shawl that could be nsed
a= 2 hood was worn, The Ionic chton was used in public, A
cnorter tunic was worn around the heme., Women removed thier
rutiic hair by singeing and plucking. Cesmetics were used,

White complection was considered attractive as it showed that

te woman did net need te work outdoors, Altheugh dress was

1 complicated hairdes and jewelry could be wern. The- halr
laves was worn cropped,

waths increased during childbearing years. WNotherhced at
iearly age combined with a life spent indeors was disadvan-
tageous to the health of Athenian women, Spartan wemen had well
developed physiques compared to Athenian women as they were
encouraged to exercise and partake in sports, Xenophen, Flato,
and Aristotle all believed that Spartan custems concerning
women were more wholesome than Athenian.

The guardian of an unmarried weman who was caught in sexual
behavior had the right to sell her inte slavery. Both parties
irn adultery were severeéely punished for it interferred with.the
production of a legitimate heir. A woman raped or adulterous
was to be divorced by her husband., This was compelled by law,
She was then a social outcast. Marriage after this was difficult.
The penalty for rape was less than for adultry to the male
concerned. Access to the property of the spouse was invelved
ir adultry therefore it was a more serious matter,
---kﬁhEﬂianw}aw-deai%wneﬁwﬂn&ywwi%hwwhaiwmu@$mbewdenembu$waisoAw
with what ought te be done. The husband of an heiress ought
+o consort with her three times a menth, Husbands e¢ften were
away on military campaigns,. enjeying homosexual relatiens,
or consorting with prestitutes. After the needed number ef




children were achieved they often slept with slaves rather than
risk more children. An Athenian woman clitizens sex life was not
that ideal. Adultry was not practiced to a great extent because
of the severe penalties., Homoerotic relations between females
were not easy in the atmesghere of Athens., Nasturbatien seemed
an often used and acceptable cutlet for women's sexual appetites,
Thare were female homosexual relations in Sparta and Lesbos

as there women could get together.

There were prostitutes in Athens. Hetairai were prostitutes
with both physical beauty and intellectual training and artistic
talents. There were state owned brothels, Married Athenlan
men were allowed to copulate with prostitutes., MNen did not
marry till thirty and had no opportunity for heteresexual acti-

vity besides prostitutes and slaves. Frostitutes were the only

women im Athens with independent contrel of money. In the
~sbeence—ofmale—protectors—the-careers—of prostitutes.were ...

hazardous. Frostitutes probably practiced a greater amount of
infanticide than citizen women., They preferred girl children
who couIdlsucceed them in thier profession, . This was social
security. .

Hellendstic Women

There’is a large amount of material on Hellenistic womens .
more than irn previous periods, Women involved themselves in
rolitical and econoric affairs in this reriod. They expanded
‘heir options with regard to marriage, rublic roles, education
sv3. conduct of their private lives. We also have more cultural
artifacts from this period,. '

‘Fhilosopher's commentary mostly argued for retention of
traditional female rolee- this showed orposition to change.
he: importance of women grew in the Hellenistic era. The
B eason for this was the increased acquisition and use of
economic power, Some women held political office. The exlist-
of a female archon (magistrate) in the second century
%" in Histria is recorded. In the first century B.C.,

Thile of Friene a female magistrate, constructed a reservoir
and aqueduct., She was probably made magistrate because she
rromised to contribute to the public work. Men's priviledges
decreased as power decreased.

An evolution took place favorable to women in private law,
This is especially seen in newly hellenized areas through
Facedonian conquest., The expansion of married women's rights
iw a marridge dontract of 31T B5.C, Petwéen d Greek man dnd
womar living in Egypt. The stricking thing is that the rights
of both the man and the woman are recognized, There were now
codes of behavior for the man as well as for the woman:

In the 7th year of the reign of Alexander, son
of Alexander, the 1l4th year of Ftolemy's adminis-
C¥EEEIGR AS €Etyap, Tin the month Diue,T T T T T
Contract of marriage of heraclides and Demetria.
Heraclides takes as lawful wife Demetria of Cos
from her father Leptines of Cos and her mother Fhil-
otis. He is free; she is free. She brings with
- wer to the marriage clothing and ornaments valued
at 1000 drachmas. Heraclides shall supply to




Demetria all that is suitable for a freeborn wife,

Wle shall live together in whatever place seems

best to Leptines and Heraclides, deciding together,
If Demetria is caught in fraudulent machinations

to the disgrace of her husband Heraclides, ghe

cshall forfeit all that she has brought with her,

But Heraclides shall prove whatever he charges agai-

nst Demetria before three men whom they beth approve.

It shall not be lawful for Heraclides to bring

nome another woman for himself in such a way to

inflict contumely on Demetria, nor to have children

by another woman, ner to indulge in fraudulent

machinations against Demetria on any pretext, If

Heraclides is caught doing any of these things, and

__Demetria proves. it before three men whom they beth

approve, Heraclides shall return to Demetria the -

—dowry oF-1000drachmas—which—she-brought, and_also.
forfeit 1000 drachmas of silver colnage of Alexander,
Demetria and those helping Demetria shall have the
right to exact payment from Heraclides and from

: his property on both land and sea, as if by a legal

. judgement, -

. " . This contract shall be validin every respect,
wherever Heraclides may produce it against Dem-
etriar or-Demetria-and those helping-Demetrla to”
exact payment may produce 1t against Heraclides,
ac though the agreement had been made in that place,

Heraclides and Demetria shall each have the right
to keep a copy ofthe contract in their own custody, .
and to produce it against one another. Witnesses, ~

As the Hellenistic era progressed, the role of the bride's
father-diminished., Later centracts were simply made between
a weman and a man agreeing te share a cemmen life, A father
cemlid ne lenger disselve a marriage. It was up-te tThe weman

wheiher te remain married er net, Diverce sllewed equal eppertunity

ferteither husbands er wives Te repudiate each ether.

Wemen made ecenemic gains greater than their legal gains.,
The Greek woman exercised centrel ever slaves, Wemen .engaged
in land sales and berrewed meney (assisted by guardians, at
least as a legal fictien) Wemen rather than their husbands
ceemed respensible fer thelr ewn debts, In Sparta wemen
empleyed their meney. as they wished. They beught herses and

‘W0N~&tw9lympi&81~$F&di$i@n&&iy~$he~3phepewmﬁwmenv~ b -

Aristetle influenced Atheng net te change teward ecenemic
or legal emancipation, Femeroy bases this en zuch statements

zs the fellewing:

T+ is clear then that the case 1s the same

alse with the other instances ef ruler and ruled,
Hence—there—are by nabure—various—-classes—of-rulers -

and ruled., TFer the free rules the slgve, the male

the femzle, and the man the child in & different way.

And zll pessess the yarieus parts ef the seul, but

pessess them in different ways; fer the slave

has net get the deliberative part at all, and the

female has it, but witheut full autherity, while

the child has it, but in ar undeveleped ferm.

Hence the ruler must pesgess intellectuzl virtue in




in cempleteness (for any werk, taken absolutely,
belengs te the master-craftsman, and ratienal prin-
ciple is the master-craftsman); while each ef the
ether parties must have that share ef this virtue
which is apprepriate te them. We must suppese
therefere that the same neceszarily heolds geed of
tne moral virtues; all must partake of them,

but net in the same way, but in asuch measure a8 3
ig preper te each in relatien te his ewn functien,

Aristeotle ebserved that the supervisien ef wemen was suitable
fer states that have leisure and property. Aristetle explained
man's public rele by analegy te his place ir the individual
family and this was as head ef the family. Also leading te
womans restrictien im Athens wasYteward the demecratic ideal,
Restricting wemen restricted males from .an extravagent = _
_display ef wealth.

“tended tTe De restrictive teward—wemens—Stededomm———————

FPnileseophy”
reinferced traditienal reles fer wemen, The Nespythagereans
were very restrictive ef women. The Epicueans and the Cynics
were fer the emancipatien of wemen but these thilesephies
were met im-the mairline, Flate's Republic and similarly Zene
sdvecated the sharing ef wemen- 2 cemmunity ef wives, The
Steic dectrine of equality ef man did net extend te women and
Steicism was adepted by the Romans, Fyt as in the late
gixth ce tﬁfywﬁﬁﬁ”ﬁﬁd"ﬁiﬁywﬁ€ﬁ€ﬁ“f$116' dmitted as equals,

Greek cities were beceming unpepulated due te reluctance te
marry a&and expesure of unwanted children, There was 2 reluctance
te raise-children, The impertence ef family cults declining,
roverty ef seme, and celenizatien were reasens fer decline in
raising £hildren, There were better careers than being a fath-
enary soldiers and adventurers wandered froem city te
‘eund cencubines less burdenseme than a wife. As
“peeple pelitical pewer was ne lenger a reasen te

Fduca®ien was opened te wemen Dy the Epicueans and* the
Cyrics. gThere iz evidence that in seme parts ef the Greek
werld wemen were glven seme educatien in szthletics, music,
gnd reading. There were amateur gthletics in the classical
peried and preffesienal zthletics in the Hellenistic and
Reman peried, Wemen began te compete prefessienally in the
First century B.C.

In the helleristic and Reman perieds seme weman began te
gign their names Te centracts, There was & reemergence of
pweﬁ€533$'in“fhe“HelIewistTC'perimdx“The expegure el infants
was prebably practiced mere in the Hellenistic peried than.in the
Classicsl peried,

L few prestitutes, cempaniens (hetairai) mingled with the
members e+ the Macedenisn ceurts. They had te be very beaut-
$1ful., The Ptelemles were especiazlly susceptible te ceurtesans,
Mest prestitute cliemts were net wealthy citizens,

““WﬁMéﬁ“w@ré“ﬁrﬁbﬁbiy”m&fémzctive*in“uchfwvingwCH@if“wwnmS@x:"”
vel satisfactien in the Hellenistic peried, Archalc sculpture
nhzs the male figure regularly nude and the Temale figure
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egvily drapsc Greelks Tirst stripped fer rzlisthenics X &URQ
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The Athenians were the firet te lay aside their
weapens, and to adept an ensier and mere luxur-
i1ous mede ef life; indeed, it is enly lately that
their eld rich men 1aft off the luxury ef wearing
undergarments of 1inen, and fastening 2 knet ef
their hair with a tie of gelden grassheppers, &
fashien which spread te their Ienian kindred, and
leng prevailed ameng the ald men there., On the
contrary a medest style ef dressing, mere in
confermity with medern jdess, was first adepted Dby
the lacedaemenians, the rich deing their Dbest to
gggimilate their way eof life te that ef The commen
people, They alze set the exaple of centending

- naked, publicly «tripping and aneinting themselves
with eil ih”their‘gymnastic-exercises,ﬂ»Fgrmgy;y,
aven in the Olympic centests, the athletes whe

.centended were belts acresé'tﬁtfr—mid&%&s;wandm~ww,”,,,,Wm,”,fﬂﬁﬂ

4t is b&t g fTew years since that the practice
ceased,

Semeuwemen seem alse te have stripped for calisthenics, at
least in Sparta, Flate in his Republic prepesed that
wemen exercise in tThe nude,

Erinna , ef the Dorian island ef telos, wen high praise

égwE”ﬁﬁﬁféégT””Efiﬁﬁa“shﬁwed“h@r“@rig&m@&$$y~£mwusingw$hew“,.

.

dzctylic hexameter for a peem of lamentatlen- traditien
called for the elegiac couplet er a choral meter, By the
age of nineteen she had written "The Distaff":

vou leaped frem the white herses
and raced madly inte the deep wave-
. But "I've get yeu, dear! " zheuted leudly,
©’And when you were the Tertelise '
You ran skipping threugh the yard of the great court.
These are the things that I lament and
Serrew ever, my =ad Baucis- these are
Tittle trails tnreugh my heart that are
Still warm- My remembrances ef yeu.
For our former delights are ashes now.
When we were young girls we sat in our rooms
Wwithout a care, nolding our dolls and pretending
We were young brides. Remember- at dawn
The "mother'", Who distributed the wool
To~the-attemdant-serwants,moameﬂandwcalled
vou help with the salting of the meat,
And how afraid we Were, when we were small,
Of NMormo- she had huge esrs on her head,
wWalked about on four feet,
And was always changing facee.
But when you mounted your husband's bed
“TOUwforgotwa%lwabouiwihosemxhingsTmem”w.mn4w“"_“
A1l you heard from your mother
When you were still a child.
Dear Baucis, fprodite ot forgetfulness
In your heart, _
ind so I lament you and nesglect my Guties.
For I am not so i rreverent as 1o et foot out-of
Or to look upon a COrpse with my eyes
Or let my hair loose *yy lamentation-

.
-
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-
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Put a blush of grief tears my (cheeks).5

We get an insight into the sexual life of the Hellenistic
woman from the art of the time, Notilceable in the portrayal
of the female figures on drinking cups are very promenent
buttocks. Numerous occurences of heterosexual anal penetration
ceem to have occured , probably a transference from male's
homosexual activities, After the Fersian Wars more women are
seen in vase paintings. Segregation of the sexes may have
fostered a kind of voyeurism of women's activities by means
of vase paintings. A sophisticated etiquette of romance
developed to culminate in handbooks on the art of love.

The greater amount of nudity to be seen in the art of the
Hellenistic period may be interpreted as a move to open

acknowledgement of woman's erotic impulses and their need -

—for—gratification. sculptured female nudes are far more

erotic and suggestive than are male sculptures., The
women are seen crouching, stretching, etc.

The hermaphrodite-bisexual deity that began to be
worshipped in later Hellenistic times shows the growth of
the male and female ideal no longer exclusively male,

Erivate romance with a female which was of little interest
in the classical period began to be fully explored in the
Hedlendstic.perlod.. _It. was..now..important. .how.the-.woman.fedd.
and men became interested in the woman as a person, Intimacy
developed. This can be attributed to the influence of philo-
sophers, actions of royal women, put especially to the growing
economic power of women, It is important how a person with
power feels,whether male or female. Women now had something
to give back to a relationship therefore they Dbecame persons.

Hellenistic Queens

From the Macedonian wilds of northern Greece came Fhilip IT,
who:conquered Greece in 359 B,C. This brought an end the city
ctaté, FPhillip's son Alexander succeeded him and extended
the Vacedonian empire further, Dynasties were set up: in
Greece the NMacedonians or Antigonids, in Asia Minor the Seleucids,
and in Egypt the Ftolemies, :

The relationship among mother and son was Very important
among ruling families. Polygamy was practiced and which offspring
would succeed to the throne was never clear. Rivalry was intent-
ionally fostered. Powerusegking.mothersVplotted for their sons.,
The pattern of mother-gon alliances wag repeated In Roman o
culture but the NMacedonian women.were much more controlled in
their use of sex as a weapon than were the Roman women,

Varriages were political, with the purpose of cementing alliances.,
The rise of woman's statis was due to an interaction of
the power and statis of queens and rising power,especially
economic,of the citizen woman, Let us look radomly at some
“gueensg from each of the three dynasties: Antigonld, Ftolemeic,
and Seleucid. "After looking at some gueens at random let us

1ook at the three queens who were most powerful of Hellenistic
queens: Cleopatra VII, Olympias, and Arsinoe II.

Ttolemelic Queens

Ftolemy 1 as other Maoedonian'kinﬁs wag fond of women and
had verious mistresses. “He married Burydiece In 32 B.C.,




She was the fourth daughter of Antipater ,the Regent. He
previously seems +o have married and Egyptian princess but
later gave up the advantage of such a marriage., Later he fell
in love with Bernice, paughter of Antepater's brother
Cassander, Ptolemy preferred the son of Bernice to the son
of Eurydice for succession, Eunydice was & rich heiress and
might have married again,

Bernice I came to Egypt as a lady in waiting of Eurydice,
She was a young widow with two children. Some believe Eernice
was the mistress of Ftolemy from 316 B.C. and that he married her
in 287 B.C., exactly when he married her is not clear. Bernice
was with Ptolemy in Greece in 309 B.C. on campaign, Greek
commanders usually did not take their wives with them on
_campaigns they did take their mistresses. Macedonian
commanders did take their wives on campaigrs. = Nacedonlan -

__Wﬁﬁén;assbcie%%d%#feeiy;wiih;men_uniikB,ihewGreek,womenl

¥acedonian queens often ran before the troops at battle.
7t is possible that Bernice was queen at the earlier date.

Matrimonial arrangements were irregular among the successors
to Alexander the :Great. Greek custom was for one wife,
¥acedonian custom was Polygamy. Macedonian rulers felt the
tension between these ideals, Fower was not always considered
but love was. In Egypt brother and sister married to rule
ﬁggsihﬁxmwﬁgmeiimgﬁwxhismpraciic@mwaswadp@mﬁgiﬂBarnLQe. .
was married mot so much for her power, it seems to have been
a2 mater of her personal charm and good sense,

Arsinoe T was married to Ftolemy. She was replaced with
Arsinoe II, Ptolemy's sister, Arsinoe I was banished to
Koptos in the Thebaid., Fower tells the story of her divorce.
She was the daughter of Lysimachus, the most powerful of
surounding monarchs, With nis death their was no advantage
+o0 the marriiage., There was no one to proteat her rights
and so Arsinoe I was banished. She was probably absolute
monach in Koptos.

Seleucid Queens

Apame was the first Seleucid queen, She was one of the

prides at the great wedding at Susa in 324 B.C., when
Alexander took perhaps two Fersian wives and gave each of his
generals a Persian princess, Apame was the only one married
2t the feast to become ancestress of a line of Hellenistic
xings. Seleucus and Ptolemy alone of the generals survived to
Found kingdoms. Ptolemy-8 Persian queen would be 6f no political
use to him in Egypt. Apame was the daughter of Bacrian Spit-
amenes. Apame was one of two wives of Seleucus, the other a
nindu was of little political acount. Seleucus took a young wife
to seal a treaty with Demetrius of Macedon. Apame lost her
position of gqueen, but Seleucus latter returned to Apame.

" seleucus in 293 B,C, gave his young wife Stratonice the

"déﬁﬁﬁfEFMBT”ﬁEﬁE%?iﬁs iS5 his son. Stratonice had already bore
Seleucus a daughter, Seleucus' son was nNow king and Statonice




was proclaimed queen. Little is known of her life accept that
che was zealous in religious observanceof rites. She died in
254 B,C. It is strange that she never calls herself wife of
Antiochus but rather"daughter of King Demetrius" It 1s not
clear if this was done for devotion to her father or because
she had two men who were father and son for her husband and
che did this to avoid confusion,

Laodice I is the first of the Seoeucid queens to show political
talent. She was the wife of Antiochus TI. This was possibly
the first brother-sister marriage among the Seleucids but this
is not certain, In 252 B.C. after a long war with Ptolemy
Philadelphus, Ptolemy gave his daughter to Antiochus., This
meant that Laodice was divorced and her children no longer
heirs. After some years Antiochus tired of the Egyptian Berenice

and returned to Laodice, On his deathbed Antiochus named Laodice's
oldest son, Seleucus, his heir. T

. ,,I_,it. -
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succeeded in getting adherents of hers in Antioch to kill Berinice,
whose brother Ptolemy III was now king of Egypt, and her son.
Berenice ‘was killed before her brother who had marched from Egypt
to save her, arrived, It was political realism on the part of
T,aodice to have Berenice and her son killed; she was protecting the
rights of her sons, In the TLaodician War she stirred up .hexr
younger son Antiochus against his brother and king Seleucus,

of her elder son Seleucus and thought she could
control the younger Antiochus., In 236 B.C.the two sons are
reconciled,

Antigonid Queens

.w@h%;a Antipater's daﬁghter was married to Craterus the most
jeasie] l

sing of Alexander's generals to take Alexander's place. This
fter Alexander's death. Craterus-was too soon killed on tThe
battlefield. Before the body was home, FPhila who was thirty years
of age married Demetriuswho was eighteen, Demetrius the son

of Antigonus became king of Vacedon., Both Craterus and Demetrius
were men of great handsomeness and charismatic leadership ability.
Demetrius loved many women but remained loyal to Fhila, Fhila

was exceptional among Hellenistic Queens in putting love beyond
power, She sent her husband many fond letters and gifts while

ne was at war elsewhere., She did not interfer with Demetrius’'s
mistresses- realist that she was, Folitical marriages did not
"bother“her~38”mu6h~aSNmis%ressesﬂlike'Eonia-whowsough%w%omwin~
Demetrius complete personal attention,

Ferseus the last king of Macedon, son of Phillip, is said by
Tivy to have killed his first wife., His second wife, the last
gqueen of Macedon, was Taodice, daughter of Seleucus IV, She
wae a Seleucid Princess. We hear little of her during her
husbands ten years of reigning, not until his disastrous end.

- She—went—with—him-and-their-chiddr en—on—his—flight-to—the—igland - - -

of Samothence, for refuge in the temple of Deokonia. Ferseus

was lured out of the temple sanctuary on the pretext of a ship fo
take him to the safety of his cister, wife of king Teres. His
children were taken and because of this Perseus yielded himself
fo- the Roman conquerer, Aemilius Paullus, Laodice escaped to

the court of her uncle Antiochus. She was offered in marriage

to Ariarathes V of Cappodocia who rejected her for fear of the




Romans.Llaodice was then married by her brother Demetrius Soter
in 162 B,C. She bore him three sons. She was killed by the prime
minister of Alexander Bolas after the death of DEmetrius Soter in

150 B.C.
Olympias

Olympias was probably born about 375 B.C. She was the wife of

Phillip and the mother of Alexander the Great, She was descended

from Molossian kings, She met Phillip when both were at a young

age, on the island of Samothrace for initiation into the mysteries.

The meeting of the two young barbarians held effect for the whole

world, The marriage in 357 B.C. was possibly for love but most
certainly political.

© " “Phillip had a number -of wives and their was much tension

__among them. Philip had a son by another wife, Philemon, who

Olympias is 1is saild to'havé'Uhdérmiﬁed”with'drugs.'WThiﬂ

may not be true, Both Phillip and Olympias were strong of
will. Phillip was gone much in the first years of marriage on
military campaign and he left great power in the hands of his
young wife- this 1aid the foundation of the queen’'s character,

Olympias brought snakes into the worship of Dionysus,
Flutarch states, -
once when Pnilip used the excuse o

fell in 1 a as,
saw her to be of beauty, good sense and good breeding said
to the girl that the magic was her not herbs and potions.,
Olympias had good sense.

Olympias had charge of Alexanders teaching. At the head of the
teachers of Alexander she placed a noble kinsman of her own,
Teonidas, a man of great austerity. Alexander ( and his sister
Clieopatra) was taught to endure nardship, not to fear danger,
anid #o avoid luxury. Tutors were chosen from Epirus and Acurnania,
places less touched Dy the softness of civilization than Nacedonia.
Alexander and to some extent Cleopatra were trained in the
ways of the wilds and in warfare. ,

Pnillips son Arrhidaeia was to marry the daughter of Pxodarus,
the rich Satrap of Coris. Olympias stirred Alexander to take the
marriage, Fhillip saw the marriage beneath him and banished his
advisors- among them Ptolemy who was later to come to be king
"of Egypt.

After living with Olymplas for twenty years, Fhillip took a
new gueen, Olympias went .to her native Nolossia and stirred
Yér Brother- now on‘fhe“ﬁhroné"to“war“againSt“Philep”f@r”ﬁhe'-
disgrace. No war came about.

Fhillip aranged a marriage for Olympia's brother with one
of his daughters. At the celebration, Phillip was forty-six
years old, a man darted forward and stabbed Phillip. The
acsgein was killed at once. Olympias is thought to have planned

the assasination.

f witchcraft as toﬁwhy he

6ve with a girl, Olympias, péﬁ“fﬁiﬁiﬁéWfB'fﬁ@mgﬁflmw”“mmw"“”
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was queen of Folossila and her son Alexander, king of Nacedonia,
She chose to live in Vacedonia in the hope that her son would
make her regent in his absence. Olympias was restored as queen.
Clympias had the young queen and her son killed,




Phillip was murdered in 331 B.C.,, for the next five years Alex-

ander was gone but Clympias kept strong influence on him through

ritting, but she failed to get the political power she adamantly
pursued. She hated the regent Antipater and they were constantly
at odds. Olympias lost the battle with Antipater and after
allianating the Macedonian court she was ordered Dy Alexander
not to meddle in Politics. Alexander undersood his mother for

she was much like him, Olympias left Macedonia at the rebuke
by Alexander, Alexander placated her by promising to make her
a goddess, -

Arsinoce II
Arsinoe II was calmer than Olympias and not given To pleasure

"as Cleopatra, She was the greatest of the three politically.- -
She was_a. planner with definite political aims.

Arsinoe was. married when only fifteen to the king of Thrace.
The king had a son of twenty years old when the young queen
came to Thrace. Arsinoe felt the son a better alliance and
pursued Agothocles, She was put off by Agothocles and latter
possibly part of the plot of poison that ended in Agothocles
death. A war broke out between two old kings who as young
generals had marched with Alexander, Agothocles young wife
acusing wrong doing. Arsinoe's hugband was defeated. Arsinoe
escaped by dressing a maid in royal clothes and leaving her to
be slain. She blacked her face and put on rags as a Dbegger.
Sre fled to Cassendreia,

Arsinoce hoped that her eldest son Ftolomy might get the
Yinzdom of Macedonia with the help of her brother the king
of Egypt. Knowing this the present king Cercunas who had
defeated Arsinoe's husband asked marriage. Cunningly Arsinoe
demanded :manriage before the assembled army outside the city
gates, ‘After the marriage Cercunas slew two of Arsinoe's
children-as she tried to shield them in her arms. Her eldest
son escaped. Arsinoe probably owed her life to Cercunas' fear
of vengence from Egypt. Cercunas was defeated ané killed by
+he Gauls the following year. Arsinoe fled to Egypt.

Arsinoe married her brother in Egyptian fashion. She
accomplished this by driving away her step daughter on the
pretext of a plot against her husband, Ptolemy. Arsinoe recel-
ved power no previous Macedonian woman had ever felt., She
vas queen and goddess. In her managing way she became the
power of the government after the marriage, She was responsible
for a dramatic improvement in military and political affairs
in Egypt and the expansion of Egyptian sea power,

Cleopata VII

Tt was in Cleopatra VII that the Ftoemeic dynasty established
by Alexander's friend and general, Ptolemy the Macedonian, had ..
ste Pinsl flowsring, “Cleopatra is the most famous of the
VMzcedonian queens, not as being more beautiful or strong of
charzcter but because of her enchanting ways. She was dueen not
only of Egypt but mistiress to The greatss® Romans oI her time.

51 5.C. Cleopetra VII and her brother Piolemy XITI innerited
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Hellendetic Women

There is a large amount of material on Hellenistic women-
mome than irn previous periods, Women involved themselves in
Tolitical and cconoric affairs in this reriod. They expanded
their options with regard to marriare, rublic roles, education
sr4 conduct of their private lives. We aleo have more cultural
artifacts from this period,

ihilosopher's commentary mostly arpued for retention ¢f
L PSETYional female roles— this chowed opposition to change.

The importance of women grew in the Mellenistic era, The
madin deason for this was the increaced acquisition and use of
economic power, Some women held political office. The exist-
evze of a female archon (magistrate) in the second century
B.C% in Histria is recorded. In the first century B.C.,
Inile of Friene a female magistrate, constructed a reservolr
and aqueduct, She wasg probably made mapistrate because she
rromiced to centribute to the public work, Men's priviledges
decreased as power decreased,

An evolution teok place favorable to women in private law,
This is especially seen ‘in newly hellenized areas throeugh
Vacedonian conquest, The expansion of married women's rights
in a marriage contract of 311 5.C. between a Creek man and
womanr living in Egypt. The stricking thing is that the rights
of both the man and the woman are recognized, ‘There were now
codes of behavior for the man as well as for the woman:

Tn the 7th year of the reign of Alexander, son
of Alexander, the lhth year of Itolemy's adminis-
tration as gatrap, in the monih Diug.
Contract of marriage of heraclides and Demetria,
Heraclides takes as lawful wife Demetria of Cos
from her father Leptines of (o8 and her mether Fhil-
otis. ¥e is free; she is free, She brings with
“her to the marriage clothing and ornaments valued
at 1000 drachmag, Heraclides shall supply to




Demetria all that 1is suitable for a freeborn wife,
We shall live fTegether in whatever place seems

best to Leptines and Heraclldes, deciding together.

14 Demetria i caught in fraugulent’ EChENEBLONS e
TG the dngfﬁbe of”ﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁﬁgﬁanaﬂHEradliaes, ahe

shall forfeit all that she has prought with her.

But Heraclides shall prove whatever ne charges agal-

 nst Demetria before three men whom they beth approve.
Tt shall not be lawful for Heraclides,tcrbring

rrome—anether_wonan for_ himself in such a way to — T
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inflict contumely on Demetria, 1oT

by another weman, ner to indulge s fraudulent
machinations against Demetria on any pretext. If
Heraclides 1s caught doing any of these things, and
Demetria proves 11 before three men whom they both
approve, Heraclides shall return to Demetria the
dowry of 1000drachmas which she brought, and also
forfeit 1000 drachmas of silver coinage of Alexander.
Demetria and thosce helping Demetria shall have the
right to exact payment from Heraclides and from

nis property on poth land and sea, &S if by a legal
jvdgement.'

This contract ghall Dbe validin every respect,
wherever Heraclides may produce 1% against Dem-
etria, Or Demetria and those helping Denetria to
exact payment may produce it against Heraclides,
ac though the agreement had been made in that place.

Heraclides and Demetria shall each have the right
to keep a copy ofthe contract in thelr own custody,

©Q

and to produce 1t apainst one another. Witnesses,

is the Hellenistic erz progressed, the role of the bride's

fagper diminished, later centracts were

a woman and a man agreeing o share a cem
ceuld ne lenger dissolve a marriage.
whether to remain marr

simply made between
mon life. A father
Tt was up te the weman

ror" elther husbands oT wives te repudiate each other.
Wemen made econemic gains greater than tneir legal gelns.

The Greek woman
in land sales &
least as a legal fictien) Wemen

exercised centrel ever slaves, Wemen engaged

nd berrewed meney (assisted DY guerdians, at
rather than thelir husbands

ceemed responsible for their swn debts. In Sparts women

employed thelr me

ney a8 they wished, They peught herees and

von at Olympizs, traditienally the gphere of men.

ied er net, Diverce gllewed equal pppertunity




Roman women

The weakness and light-mindedness of the female sex ( infirmitas
sexus and lLevitas animi) were the underlying principles of
Roman legal theory that mandated all women to be under the
custocy of males, The power of pater familias, eldest male
ascendant of the family, extended to the determination of life
or death of all members of the household, Gaurdianship of
females was theoretically in force until the time of Diocletian
(reigned A,D. 285-305), In fact the power of gaurdianship
diminished long before this time, By the late Republic (70 B.C.)
gaurdiahship was a burden to the men acting as gaurdians, but
only a slight disability to women. The legislation of Augustus
provided an exemption from gaurdianship, A freeborn woman who
pore three children and a freedwoman who bore four (jus liberorum)
were exempt from gaurdianship. A law of Claudius (Lst century
A.D,) abolished automatic guardianship. :

A wife did not necesarily transfer from her pater familias
to her husbands manus (power) when married. The gaurdian spirit
of the pater familias and the mater familias wereworshipped by
the woman until and if she transferred to her husbands manus.
The report as to how much power a husband had over his wife
varies. It is uncertain whether the husband had the right to
kill his wife, or merely divorce her, or kill her with the agree-
nent of her male relatives. 1In 186 B.C.when thousands of men
and women were sentenced to death for participating in Bacchic
rites,often a wife was handed over to the husband to be killed
in private, Whether 1t was ever & reality an ideal emexrged that
wives were totally under the authority of their husbands, marriages
were more enduring, The Stoic and Augustiniar authors Frapag-
andize this in their picture of marriage, Often the daughter
was more under the control of her father and blood kin tha n her
husband. By the late Republic marriage without manu was <the
common form. The wife remained under the authority of her father,
Property would remain separatein marriages without manus. This
accounted for the unstable marriages of the late Republic. The
marriage without manus gave the woman more freedom, She was
under authority of her father o r gaurdiam in another nhousehold




whileher husband had little authority over her.
As in Hellenistic courts, vetrothals, marriage, and divorce

were arranged among the upper class for political and financial

~--~--p»r‘o-f—i»»”er-;-wP'o-li-t*j:c-a-l-~-ma-r-r—i—age g a—nrothAmg-ew - What -was ew T T

was that.now women in the late Republic at times initiated
marriage alliances and chose 1overs carefully, with a view of ben-
ifiting their own families, When political situations were more

stable and less could be served by marriage allances divorces
were fewer,
Tn the reign of Antonus Pius (138-161 A,D,), it was made
illegal for fathers to break up marriages. The main concern in
a divorce as 1t had been in Hellenistic areas. was the return of
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with Hadrian (117-138 A.D.) women could malke wills—witn
difficulty, It was in this century that women became members of
their husbands households no longer their father's. The
Voconian Law of 169 B.C. restricted wealth inherited by upper
class women, Women were to recieve equal amounts as sisters,
etc, The Roman lawyers found loopholes .to allow women to in-
herlt great wealth, Women had great amounts of wealth as early
ag the perlod of luxury in the second century B.C., 1In the
Tate Republic (100 B,C,) women controlled in fact large amounts

of property and wealth,

arriage and motherhood were the traditional expectation of
well-to-do women in Rome. Most women were married at least once.
Augustus established the minimum age for marriage at twelve for
girls and fourteen for boys. The First marriage for girls
usually was between ages twelve and fifteen, sometimes before
puberty. ‘Sometimes the future bride 1ived with the groom before
she nad.reached the minimum age and such umnions were often
consummated. Social climbing males provided the dowry sometimes
for upper :class girls witnout dowry. The desire to find vir-
ginal brides was strong. Because of lack of females due to
childbirth, female infanticide, etc.,, some men of the upper class
iy, the Late Republic were marrying women of the lower classes.

Augustus enacted marriage legislation and it was reinforced by
Domitian (81-96 A,D.) and Tn the second and third centuries.

The legislation penalized the unmarried and childless.

Contraception and abortion were used. AN author of the Early
Empire collected a list of contrception used, Rhythm method
was used but at tThe wrong time, Magic and useless potions were
used, Effective techniques used were occulusive agents, which
blocked the uterus, the bladder of a goat as an early version of
the condom, possibly coltus interuptus, Abortion was accomplish-
ed by drugs and surgical methods., Greek midwives and male
physicians for the wealthyhelped in childbirth, contraception,
and abortion.

Woten, eveh wealthy women Wirth access to physliclansy continued
to die in childbirth, Early marriages with childbearing by
immature females was a factor. Kieth Hopkins found the median
age for death of wives to be 34; of husbands 46,5.8 1.L. Angel
studying skeletal remains in Greece under Roman domina‘bion9

shows adult longevity 34,3 for females and 40,2 for males,
Roman women had greater fortunes then Classical Athenlan women




and more and more competent slaves, Their slaves did the work
commonly done by Athenian women, Roman. women still had the
duty of the house- this was a matter of slave management.

 The  Roman. mafron wag not. a nousewife in the sense of the

Athenian woman, The ROMAT WOHEN Mo
outside the home, Virtuous Roman women could visit, go shopping,

attend festivals and recitals, and supervise their children's ed-
ucation,
Upper class women were sufficiently cultivated to be to
participate in the intellectual 1ife of thelir male associates,
. Verginia daughter of a lowly plebian centurion attended elem-
- entary school- apparently it was not unusual, 10 Both daughters
and sons of well-to-do families had private'tutors,..FlinyﬂwW
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was to be married:

How she loved her nurses, her'preceptors,fand
ner teachers, each for the service given her.
She studied her books with diligence and

understanding.

Unlike boys, girls did not study with philosophers ao rhetor-
icians outside the home, for girls were married at the age

poys were still pursuing higher education, Some girls att-
ained higher learning from their fathers. For instance
Cornelia gained her literary knowledge from her father

gciplo Africanus, noted for his philhellenism. The

eloguence of Taelia and Hortensia was & fribute to their fathers,
who were leading orators. Fducation and accomplishment were
"fﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁ%“f@“éﬁﬁance-the Roman woman., Flutarch, in a lLost work,
discussed the education of women. He write complimentarily
about womeH,for instance he wrote of Cornelia, last wife of
Pompey that she was well read, could play the lyre, and was
adept at %eometry and philosophy! and this made her particularly
charming .12 Quintilien recommended that for the good of the
child both parents De highly educated. The Stoic Musonius

Rufus called for philosophy for women.

Romans saw no essential connection between freedom and
education, but it was obvious many cultivated women were

also enjoying sexual liberty. Semproia for example of whom
gallust says, "her sexual desires were SO ardent that she took
the initiative with men far more frequently then they did with
her...she possessed intellectual strengths which are by no
means laughable: the skill of writing verses, cracking jokes,
gpeaking elther modestly or tenderly OT saucily- in a word,
she had much wit and charm,"13 The women addressed by the
elegailc poets. were peautiful but also learned, They could be
of any class) courtesans OTr freedwomen OT upper-class wives,
widows, or divorcees, The poets were drawn to women Wwho

could understand and appreciate their poetry crammed with
erudite literary allusions from Greek literature. These women
were free to make liasons with whomever they. chose.

Some women Were authors themselves. Among prose writters
were Cormelia, and the younger Agrippina, who wrote her memoirs.
Cynthia was a poet. sulpicia the daughter of Cicero's friend
servius Sulplclus pufus wrote poetry when at most twenty years
o ELITTN i e avma Af haer DORMS!
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when danger threatened your entire empire and Rome itself,

But then they contributed willingly, not from their land-

ed property, their fields, their dowries, or thelr houses,
Wit nout.which—itie-impoeible—for—freewomen toITVeE] '

but only from their jewelry....

TLet war with the Celts or Parthians come, we will

not be inferior to our mothers when it is a question of

common safety. But for civil wars, may ge never con-

tribute nor aid you against each other, 1l

 The triumvirs were angry that women should hold a meeting but pub-

WO T e WL oo & e Wome =

lic support was with the women and the next day the tax was

Groups of women were involved in political and religious actions
in the earliest events of Roman history. Roman women were not
sequestered as were Athenian women, They were accustomed to
all female gatherings for religious purroses. Gatherings with
political concern grew out of this tradition., Livy tells of
the Sabine wives of the early Romans, whose intercession
prevented was between their husbands and fathers and brought
about a profitable alliance, Of the deputation of women who
persuaded the traitor Coriolaus not to make war on Rome, And.
of the women in the Forum who supported Vergenius Claudius. 17
Women gathered in 195 B.C., to demand the abrogation of the Crpian
law- the first women's demonstration, ,

Thoussnds of well to do Roman men were killed by Hannibal
around 215 B.C, As the men died their property was apportioned
arong the surviving memvers of the family, Some of the Romans
died intestate, according to the laws of intestate succession sans
and daughters shared equally., 4s their fathers and brothers
were eliminated by Hannibal women's portion of wealth increased.
The war continued for thirteen years.,

One may wonder who exercised authority over women when thelr
male kin were deceased, GCuardians were probably appointed. They
would not as the women's male relatives did , think of these
women as extensions of themselves, Livy rcounts that in Rome at
this time in the absence of men they dared mingle in the Forum
with crowds of men, and even to make entreaties of the Senate.

The Oppian Law forbade womens display of wealth, Fassed in
the time of war and windfall for women it continued in effect
twenty years, It continued beyond the defeat of Hannibal, In
195 B.C. the repeal of the law was proposed and women demonstr-
ated in the streets, Having lost their fathers and husbands
and under the authority of a relatively uninterested guardian,
women were freer to mill around in the street's and to make
demands of the government, With the loss of men in the Second
Punic War it is likely that many women did net find new husbands,

The absence of men , which was an abiding feature of history
as Rome conquered and governed distant territories, encouraged
independence among women and unstable marriages, Tacitus
reports (from which Fomeroy gained information):

During this debate Severus Caecina proposed that no
magistrate who had obtained a province should be accom-
panied by his wife, He began Dby recounting. at length
how harmoniously he had lived with his wife, who had
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borne him six children, and how in his own home he
nad observed what he was proposing to the public, by
having her kept in Ttaly, though he had himself

mWL-Th [

good reason,"” ne said, " had it been formerly decided
tnhat women were not to be taken among Our allies or

into foreign countries, A train of women involves

delays through luxury in peace and through panic in

war, and converts a Roman army on the march into the
likeness of a barbarian progress. Not only is the sex
feeble and unequal to hardship, vut, when. it. has libexrty,
it is spiteful, intriguing and greedy of power. They

“SHOW thﬂm9f4weﬁw@££*amohg”the soldiers and have cen-

turions at their beck. Latelywé'deén;haﬁ;preSiﬁpdrwf‘WW.MMWMHWW”_WWMWWMMWW

at drill of the cohorts and the evolutions of the
legions, You should yourselves bear in mind that,
whenever men are accused of extortion, most of the
charges are directed against their wives., It is to
these that the vilest of the provincials instantly attach
themselves; it is they who undertake to gsettle business;
two persons receive homage when they appeari there are
two centers of government, and the women's orders are
the more despotic and intemperate. Formerly they were
restrained by the Oppian and other laws; now, loosed
from every bond, they rule our nouses, our tribunals,

even our armies.”
Roman women sought gtatus by dress and ownership of valuable
slaves and costly vehicles., The style differed little from
men but without the socially approved goal of furthering their

CBEYTETCAT CATeETe .

The usual purpose of honoring women was to exalt the men
to whom they were mothers, wives, OT sisters. ‘Women of an
emperor's famlly appear on coinage as extensions of the emperor.
They appear as Concordia, Justitia, Fax, gecuritas, or Fortuna.
T their lifetime both Tivia and Julia, the wife and daughter of
the first emperor, were termed divine in the provinces, It was
a most extraordinary honor to be a goddess. A number of empresses
were deified after death to strengthen the belief that thelr
descendants, the reigning emperors, Were divine, Imperial women
were assimilated to Ceres, Vesta, occasionally Juna oOr Venus or
less, Diana,

The female members of influenteal families were nonored LY
the erection of statues and pbuildings, .In Rome the practice was
mostly held to members of the imperial court or Vestal Virgins.
In the provinces wives of provinclal governors were commemorated
with statues., There Were decrees of honor of various women,
iﬂe&ﬁd&ﬂg—ﬂﬁh&e$esw-Musiciansr and. physicians. . . ... ...

The ideal of fecundity was perpetuated during the Empire.
Coinage aften commemorated the fecundity of imperial women. The
implicit lesson- 211 women should do the same, Inscriptions
on the coins of imperial women refer to traditional virtues
Romans sought in women: Pietas, loyalty to the traditional
religion; Fides, faithfulness to one man, and Pudicitia,
that their sexual conduct was beyond reproach.
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Tn actuality women did not always conduct themselves to the
ideal. The nistorical accounts of women show certain patterns
of maral polarity, We see in the wives of Marc Antony the
parzdigms; Fulvia, the ivil wife; Octavia, the virtuous wife,

Fulvia was the daughter of Semproia, Married highly twice before
Antony. She did not inherit her mother's charm but attracted
three husbands by her wealth. Fulvia was described as female in
body only- like her mother, Fulvia's "masculinity” consisted in
entefng spheres reserved for men, Fulvia engaged in political
manipulation in behalf of her husband. The antagonism she
aroused is e measurve of the real political power women like her

" wielded. Fulvia did not care for spinning or-housekeeping; ... .. .

cepather—she—preferred—+10-aCCOmMPany her husband even to army

camps. She was as cruel as Antony during the Proscription, ===
Fulvia died in 40 B.C, She was devoted to her husbands career till
her death, even after Antony had begun.his liason with Cleopatra,
Fulvia with Antony's brother maintained Antony's interests in

italy against Octavian, .

Octavia newly widowed was available for a marriage alliance.
with Antony. Octavian and Antony agreed on the marriage in 40
B.C., known as the treaty of prundisium., While Fulvias policy
nad been to steer Antony against Octavian, Octavia sought to ..
mediate between the two men, Octavia bore two children to Antomy
in the years they lived together, but he grew bored with her sober
intellectual character. In 37 B.C. Antony married Cleopatra, and
in 36 B.C.their son Ftolemy was bormn. Since Cleopatra was not
s Roman citizen, Octavia viewed their marriage as not legitimate.
She continued to aid Antony against her brother's wishes. In
32 B.C, Antony formally divorced Octavia and the insult gave
Octayian..a. .reason.to declare.war, Affer.Antony's death.-0Octawvea
raised her children by her two marriages and Antony's children
by Fulvia jand Cleopatra.

TIn 41 “B.C. Antony summoned Cleopatra to meet him in Cilicia.
Cleopatra had not been able to persuade Caesar to Abandon his
respectible Roman wife, but she lured Antony from both Fulvia
and Octavia, Cleopatra was not so peautiful as some earller
Macedonian queens, but she possessed a magical charm and a
beautiful voice, She was well educated and spoke mny languages.
gince Antony did not have intellectual asperations, Cleopatra
entertained him in Oriental luxury. Cleopatra played the exotic
companion to Antony's pleasure. She remained a sound ruler
and Egypt never questioned her competence,

Roman's feared Cleopatra as they had feared only Hannibal.
Cleopatra resembled Alexander the Great in her ability and quest
for world empire. She had the only living son of Caesar,
Caesarion, Marc Antony- a triumvir and famous general who was
widely popular among troops and aristocracy alike, and riches
and resourcés ofEgypt at her command, '

Pomeroy says of Roman women, "Roman women dined with thelr
husbands and attended respectable parties, games, shows, and
even political gatherings. Thus I believe that the notorious
part of thelr 1ives has been exaggerated by . historians who
write of the silent seething, repressed women taking out their
fury in antisocial desecrations of tradition, in debauchery,
and in cruelty at the games."<9
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Roman Woman's Daily life

s ROMAn woman's underclothing consisted of a light sleeveless
under-tunic, a SRt Tt uE U ) and e Pagciaor-stropiam;—her
bragsiere, Over this was worn a tunica (stola from the first
century B.C.) and a palla. Cirls once wore the ftoga but this
nabit stopped by the time of the Early Empire, In the Early
Republic women showed none of their pody and were hooded in
public, The stola extended to the ground, The palla was pulled
yp over the head. By Augustus' time it was no longer pulled over

¥he FRead but Left on the shoulders, This form -of dress persisted

4111 the 3rd century AD, It is startling to us who see in

rapidly and often that

modern timeS_Wbm@n#s—ﬂress;ehagét;ﬁyéﬁuy*”*

Roman women dressed in the same-rather dull- way 1n the 2nd century=—==

ae three hundred years earlier, Most probably there was

2 variety to women's ¢lothing but in texture of material and it's

color rather than cut and shape. gilk was expensive and loked

on as thin, delicate and un-Roman., Cloth was usually woolen-

thick for winter use and thin for summer. The dyes were shell-fish

and vegetable and mineral dyes. CBrtain colors were thought too

startling for a lady and as the toga were worm only Dby prostitutes.

Prostitutes also had their feet exposed and could ear jewelled.an-

klets. S
The arranging of a Roman woman's hair occupied a large part

of time and thought. The 1adies of the court set the fashion for

nair-style in the empire, Hair styles changed in upper society.

Tn +the middle and lower ranks of soclety There were greater

divergences of hair style, In the Republic younger womell dressed

their hair in a simple style, drawing it to the back of the
wewd-inarstmple knot and holding it with-a pim, ~Women semetimes

wore an ornamental net (reticulum) over teir hair., An old

. fashioned.method of hair dressing had coils of hair bound in

f41lets and massed at the Top of the head in the shape of a
cone, Simple strips of wood, emblem of chastity and symbol
of nhonor -due unmarried women, was originally enclosed in The
mass of the cone, The wood changed to 1inen or silk ribbons, gold
buckles embroidered with pearls or other precious stones. Though
styles changed there were broadly two styles; 1. two parallel par-
tings of the halr, 2. simple parting in the center, Julia, the
daughter of Titus prought in the piling of curl on curl, Hours
would be spent with the curling tongs. In the second century
the style was simple; this gave way in the third to ahelmet 1like
style set by Julia Domna. Youhg girls do not dress their hair
1ike elderly women and often went their own way apart from the
style of the courts which thelr mothers immitated.

cultus included make-up and scents (mundus) and jewellry

(ornatus). -These conetituted. the center. of interest in the lives
of a very great number of women. As a foundation for make-up &
substance derived from the sweat of sheep wool was used. A
preak pack was often used at night, Women used white lead
(cerussa) to whiten their faces. The Roman woman used rouge
(purpurissum). A black substance was used for the eyelids and to
lengthen the line of the eyes, It 1is assumed women algo colored
their lips, Purchased scents cameé either from the Fast or, in
Italy, from Copua. Seplasia was the perfume market in Copua.




Rich Roman women under the Empire possesed a trmendous wealth
of gold and precious stones. Stones and gold were imported from
the east. after Sull's return in the first century B.C., In the

Empire. nich, women posgesed= opals,sardonyx, sapphires, emeradds,

Yeryl, Jjasper, carbuncles,topaz, onyX, diamonds (largely from

India and since they could not be cut were used largely in rings)
and above all, pearls, Jewels were worn in ear-rings, necklaces,
bracelets, rings, broches, diadems in the hair and by the non
respectible matrons- in anklets, Women spent more money on

their ears, in the purchase of pearl ear-rings, than on any other
part of their body. Ear rings were often very heavy and,through
“wearing them, women sometimes distorted the shape of thelr ears.
People_probably washed too little in the early Republican Romej

in the days of the Empifé”they‘may;weii—naxe:wwghpd:ipﬂfmuch.m

Baths improved from being dark and gloomy to being well lighted,
with large windows, There were nhome baths and public baths.

The Romans borrowed the idea of public baths from the Greeks.
Often cold baths were taken in the hot Mediterranean Summer.

The earliest public baths seem to have been constructed in two
sections, one for the men, andone section for the women.

Tt is interesting that in the Stobin baths in Pompeil, the hot
chamber was kept at alower temperature than the men's, Women's
vaths never seem to have had the spacious palaestra (inwhich

men could exercise or lie in the open air). Women's baths had
beauty parlours and the similar. Women might be attended in the
baths by male slaves, and male slaves were employed to massage them
afterwards,  Women wore a "two~plece" (subligar) in the baths,
Wwomen paid twice as much as men, Where there was only one set

nf baths, hours were staggered, There seem to have been baths
weremen and women bathed together, It seems that though authority
digapproved §F RTYEq vatHs Tpopular taste was n favor ‘and they were
common from the early Empire, .In some paths men and women bathed
naked,

Women of the Roman Lower Classes

There is a new trend in Roman nistorical studies to find out
about the lower classes and 1O integate them into an understanding
of Roman 1ife. How can we Kknow about the lives of lower class
women~ slaves, ex-slaves, working women, and the poor, Liter-
ature tells us the ways the lower classes pleased OT displeased
their social superiors, Sepulchral inscriptions tell us something,

The Roman household included slaves, They were part of the
family. The complexities of Roman slavery were such that a
woman might gain more prestige Dby marrying a slave than a free
person, Many slaves enjoyed more education and economic secur-

ity than freeborn poor.
© Some T women were”enskaved~in“adu&ﬁhood~by-Gomquest or .kildnappers.
Many well educated Greek men were made slaves., At most a Greek
woman, owing to the limitations of women'seducation, might be

s midwife, an actress, or a prostitute, Most women did not have
any training beyond the traditional household skills, In slavery
as in freedom, they could work as spinners, weavers, clothesmakers,
menders, wetnurses, child nurses, kitchen help, and general domes-
tics, TFemale slaves in wealtny Roman homes were given special
training and- worked as clerks, secretaries, ladies maids, clothes
folders., halrdressers, haircutters, miryor holders, masseuses,

i A AnmAAanta




Some female elaves wee attendants to enhance the splendor
of the mistress'entourage when she went out of the home. They
would clear the way for fheir mistress, They would assist at

m_4thaiﬁmmisi£aasea“iiim@xwmm$heymm¢gh$w@a@py~a~papa3@i~on~a~wa&ku
Their fuction would be different on a rural estate,

Women were always employable for sexual purposes, either in
addition to their domestic responsibilities, or as a primary occu-
pation, The master had access to all his slave women, Scripio
Africanus favored a certain slave girl, when he died, his wife
Aemilia, rather than being vindictive, gave the girl her freedom,

~ Cato the Censor, who was an authority on Roman virtue, was
vigsited nightly by a slave girl, The Roman emperors Augustus .

1D

_;;::andzeiaudﬁus,cnﬂunr+pd with _numerous slave girls with their

wives explicit approval.z2 T

Employment in the sexX trade brought great profit to the-
owners of female slaves, women worked as prostitutes in
vrothels or in inns or baths open to the public, Some actresses
appeared nude and performed sexual acts on the stage.

Slavery disqualified a person from entering a formal Roman
marriage, but two slaves might have an informal marital
arrangement known as "oohabitation', The arrangement had no
legal validity., But to the slaves they were valid, With
permission a slave might marry a slave from another familia
or a free person, Sepulchral inscriptions show that many
slave marriages survived over long periods of time. .

Tt was alright for a freedwoman to marry a slave after he
was freed, However, a freeborn woman who freed a slave who
wes male was disapproved of and finally outlawed Dy Septimus Sev-
erus (reigned 4,D, 193-211).

- Kotives for a freeborn woman to marry aslave were prestige
and economic security. WNMale slaves held important administrative
posts, Also there was the fact of burial in an imperial or
aristocrat family- this was important to Romans. The free
woman who married a slave of a high family improved her state
as he improved his, Temale slaves in upper class families were
less likely to marry above their statis, Females did not hold
positions of influence, In lower class familles a slave woman
could be freed to marry her former master. This was illegal
for senatorial or imperial relations.

That there wer wealthy freedwomen is shown in the expensive
vurial places they constructed for themselves, Most freed-
women were not wealthy but comprised a large part of the Roman
working class, sewing, as shopkeepers or artisans, or continuing
in domestic service, Working class women worked wool and were
joined by some men. Laundry work was done by men and women,
Coming from the East, freedwomen often sold exotic luxury items,
They sold merchandise ttems, They worked as buthers and even
5§ TigReTwomen~ afterwards gellifg their CHECH, Womern's names
stamped on pipes and bricks show their involvement in building
sotivities, Upper class women owned construction companies,
Tower class women made building materials and and did constru-

ction work,?3
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